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ABSTRACT

Mycosphaerella leaf disease (MLD) is one of the most important diseases of eucalypts
plantations worldwide. However, only recently it has become relevant in Portugal.
Caused by a complex of Mycosphaerella species, this disease reduces the
photosynthetic area and can cause tree defoliation. In extreme cases it causes
reduction in the volume of wood produced. In order to relate the observed symptoms
of MLD with the presence of the pathogen and at the same time obtaining an
evaluation of eucalypt clones and family susceptibility, two experimental plantations
were established in places where the disease has been detected. Data on the
percentage of affected crown (necrosis or defoliation) were collected and some of the
Mycosphaerella species present were identified (M. africana, M. communis, M.
grandis, M. lateralis, M. marksii, M. nubilosa, M. parva, M. vespa and M. walkeri).
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RESUMO

A doenga das manchas das folhas do eucalipto é uma das mais importantes nas
plantacbes de eucalipto, tendo-se sé recentemente tornado relevante em Portugal.
Esta doenca, causada por um complexo de espécies de Mycosphaerella, reduz a area
fotossintética da arvore, podendo causar desfolha, com consequente reducdo da taxa
de crescimento e do volume de madeira produzido. Com o objectivo de relacionar os
sintomas observados com a presenca do agente patogénico e avaliar a
susceptibilidade de clones e familias de eucalipto, foram estabelecidas duas
plantagdes experimentais em locais onde foi detectada a doenca. Foram recolhidos
dados relativos a percentagem de area da copa afectada (por necroses ou desfolha)
e identificadas as espécies de Mycosphaerella associadas (M. africana, M. communis,
M. grandis, M. lateralis, M. marksii, M. nubilosa, M. parva, M. vespa e M. walkeri).
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