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ABSTRACT

In the study of the fungi associated to
Platypus cylindrus, several fungi were isolated
from the insect and its galleries in cork oak,
among which three species of Raffaelea. Mor-
phological and cultural characteristics, sensitiv-
ity to cycloheximide and genetic variability had
been evaiuated in a set of isolates of this genus.
On this basis R, ambrosiae and R. montetyi were
identified and a third taxon segregated witch
differs in morphological and molecular charac-
teristics from the previous ones. In this work we
present and discuss the parameters that allow
the identification of specimens of the three raxa.
The role that those ambrosia fungi can have in
the cork oak decline is also discussed taking
into account that Ophiostomatales fungi are
pathogens of great importance in irees, namely
in species of the genus Quercus,
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RESUMO

No estudo dos fungos associados ao insec-
to xilomicetéfago Platypus cylindrus foram
isolados, a partir do insecto e das suas ga-
lerias no sobreiro, diversos fungos, entre os
guais trés espécies de Raffuelea. Avaliaram-se
caracteristicas morfologicas e culturais, sensibi-
lidade & ciclchexamida e variabilidade genética
num conjunto de isolados do género. Foram
identificados R. ambrosiae ¢ R. montetyi ¢
segregou-se um terceiro tixone que difere
em caracteristicas morfolégicas e molecula-
tes dos dois anteriores. No presente trabalho
sfio apresentados e discutidos os parimetros
que permitem identificar espécimes dos trés
taxones. E ainda discutido o papel que estes
fungos ambrésia podem ter no declinio do
sobreiro, sabido que fungos Ophiostomata-
les s8o patogénios de grande importincia em
plantas lenhosas, nomeadamente em espécies
do género Quercus.
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