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Cryphonectria parasitica, the fungus that
causes chestnut blight disease, was first de-
scribed in Portugal (1929) on bark samples
of Castanea crenata, collected in Beira Inte-
rior province. After this report, only in 1989
two disease foci were found on native Euro-
pean chestnut, C. sativa, in Tnis-os-Montes
e Alto Douro Province. To assess the current
distribution of chestnut blight in Portugal
(mainland, Azores and Madeira) a nation-
wide monitoring program was implemented.
A major cooperative effort, involving all the
Portuguese Forest and Agricultural Services,
was created for this endeavor and coordinat-
ed by the National Forestry Station. A total
of 191 chestnut stands was surveyed across
the entire country. C. parasitica was isolated
from 56.5% of the sampling sites (108 sites).
Sampled parcels were digitally geo-refer-
enced and mapped. In addition, a collection
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of C.parasitica isolates has been established
and the study of the molecular variability of
C.parasitica in Portugal is underway.
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Cryphonectria parasitica, 0 fungo respon-
savel pelo cancro do castanheiro, foi des-
crito pela primeira vez em Portugal (1929)
em amostras da casca de Castanea crenata,
provenientes da Beira Interior. Depois da
detecyao inidal, apenas em 1989, dois focos
da doenya foram encontrados em castanheiro
Europeu, C. sativa, na provincia de Tras-os-
Montes e Alto Douro. Para determinar a dis-
tribuiyao actual do cancro do castanheiro em
Portugal (continente e Regioes Aut6nomas
da Madeira e Ayores), foi implementado urn
programa nacional de monitorizayao da do-
enya. Para 0 efeito houve intensa cooperayao
entre os Serviyos Florestais e Agricolas do
pais, com coordenayao da Estayao Florestal
Nacional. Foram visitadas, em todo 0 pais,
191 parcel as de castanheiro. C. parasitica
foi isolado em 56,5% da amostragem (108
parcelas). As parcelas amostradas foram di-
gitalmente georeferenciadas e cartografadas.
Vma colecyao de isolados de C. parasitica
foi estabelecida encontrando-se em curso 0
estudo da variabilidade genetica da doenya
em Portugal.
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